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Editorial

Witch hunting is a Superstitious evil practice which dates
back hundreds of years. Like in many parts of the world, this
inhuman activity leads to persecution and even death of hundreds
of innocent men and women in India every year. The Morigaon
district of Assam is infamously known as the “Indian Capital of
Black Magic” and witchcraft in India also is thought to be
emanated from this part of Assam which has now been regarded
as one of the social stigmas of the region. A witch in most cases
1s a woman who is supposed to practise black magic and posses
of some evil power. She is alleged the cause of death to a person
or any calamity of the society where she lives. In reality, it is
nothing but superstition of certain people who live amidst poverty,
social crises and who lack proper education.

In most cases women become prey to this crime where
they are branded as “Witches’, by some ‘Ojha’ or ‘bej’ and led
to torture and murder of the alleged who is made responsible for
a calamity that befalls a village. These incidents of witch hunting
are inhuman, shocking, violation of human rights and matters of
serious concern for the modern people. In Assam this heinous
activity is prevailing among the tribal communities like the Bodos,
Rabhas, Adivasis, Mishings, Hajongsa, Karbis and Tea-tribes.
The leading causes of Witch hunting include Poverty, Superstition,
Illiteracy, Social crises etc. But whatever may be the cause of
this social evil, it must be prevented and eradicated with all
possible ways.

The stupendous development of science and technology
has changed the world a lot. In this time, the social curse like
witch hunting is not only a buming problem of Assam, but also a
problem of the country as a whole. Some efforts are made by
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individuals and social and government agencies to evolve some
effective measures for its prevention, but no permanent solution
has come up till date, A systematic study on this problem is very
much necessary so that proper remedies could be found out.

The proposed seminar is expected to give a platform for
academicians and Scholars to deliberate on the broad theme as
well as the other related topics. Intellectual discussions and
debates of the scholars will bring about newer dimensions of
research and it will surely help us to find out new ways to eradicate
witch hunting from the society.

The social stigmas like witch hunting are deep rooted in
some societies which really cannot be wiped out only through
intellectual deliberations and debates. The prevalence of
patriarchal attitude, opposition to give women the right over
property are some other issues which are related to women
empowerment also. Women are really ‘twice marginalized’ in
such a social condition. We believe scholars from literature, law
and other social sciences would give forward their opinions on
this issue. Researches made on field studies, studies on
implementation of new laws for eradication of these evil activities,
its portrayal in literature are the areas in which the seminar is
expected to throw light on. It will highlight all the probable
measures to tackle over this social problem.

Indra Ser Baro
Editor
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Programme of the Seminar

Date: 26/10/2018 (Friday)
8.00 am - 10.00 am : Registration & Breakfast

10.00am-11.30am :

Inaugural Session (Venue: Auditorium)
Welcoming of Dr Manjit Gogoi, Principal,
Jhanji HN S College& Chairperson of
the National Seminar

Welcoming of the Invited guests to the
dais

Felicitation of Guests

Lighting of the Ceremonial Lamp
Welcome address by the principal
Inaugural Speech by Dr. Ramesh
Chandra Borpatra Gohain, Advocate
General, Govt. of Assam

Speech by the Chief Guest (Mr. Tapan
Kr. Gogoi, Hon'ble Minister of Power,
Govt. of Assam)

Keynote address by Dr Birinchi Kr
Medhi, Retired Professor, Gauhati
University

Speech by the Guest of Honour

Vote of Thanks

11.45 am - 2.30 pm : Technical Session I (Auditorium)
11.45 am - 2.30 pm : Technical Session II (Seminar Hall)
11.45 am - 2.30 pm : Technical Session Il (Conference Hall)

230pm-330pm : Lunch
Date : 27/10 2018 (Saturay)

10.00 am - 12.15 pm :
10.00 am - 12.15 pm :
10.00 am - 12.15 pm :

Technical Session IV (Auditorium)
Technical Session V (Seminar Hall)

Technical Session VI (Conference Hall)

12.15 pm - 2.00 pm : Valedictory Session (Auditorium Hall)
2.00 pm onwards : Lunch
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Welcome Address from the Principal

Respected Chief Guest and Key Note Speaker, learned
Resource Persons, Guest of Honour, dignitaries, learned
participants, retired Principals and teachers of this institution,
distinguished citizens of this locality, respected teachers and
employees, students and media persons represent at this Inaugural
Session of the two day ICSSR sponsored National Seminar on
"Witch Hunting : A Curse in Assam" organized by the Jhanji
Hemnath Sarma College in collaboration with the ACTA Unit of
this college, a very good morning to all of you.

Established on 26th July, 1964, Jhanji Hemnath Sarma
College is a pioneer institute of higher education in Sivasagar
district of Assam. The college has been imparting quality education
since its inception. Its mission includes the spread of value based
education for creating good citizens of our country. The college
has two streams-arts and commerce. It offers H.S., major and
non-major courses (B.A. and B.Com) at undergraduate level. It
also offers M.A. courses under the Directorate of Distance
Education of Dibrugarh University and Krishna Kanta Handique
State Open University. It has two UGC Sponsored Study Centres
which offer courses on the Philosophy of Sankardeva and
Mahatma Gandhi. The college has surpassed its limitations of a
rural surrounding arid has been able to inscribe its name in every

field. It was reaccredited by NAAC last year and was placed in
the B grade with a CGPA of 2.5.

In the development of science and technology, the evil
practice of witch hunting is not only a burning problem of Assam
but also a problem of the country as a whole. There needs a
systematic study on this problem though some efforts are made
to evolve ameasure for its prevention, Therefore, the proposed
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seminar will be helpful to find out the basic factors relating to the
problem of witch hunting and to find out the remedies to eradicate
this type of evil from the society. I extend my congratulation to
the organizing committee of this seminar and thanks to ACTA,
Jhanji HNS College Unit for collaborating in the same.

Once again, on behalf of our college family I express our
sincere thanks, gratitude and a warm welcome you all to this two
day national seminar. Please bear with us any shortcoming in our
arrangements. Thank you.

Dr. Manjit Gogoi
Principal
Jhanji HNS College
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